Nan’s 
interest 
into 
repares 
nonths 
that 
the 
world 
and 
girls 


C.C. 


Matter 


17, No. 


BEST SELLERS 


The Semi-Monthly Book Review 


Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


June 1957 


Price: CENTs PER 


CONTENTS 

Author Title and Classification Author Title and Classification 
Berlin, Ellen The Silver Platter (Ila) Knight, Brigid The Citadel Yours 
Boles, Paul Darcy Deadline (Ila) The Flower Drum Song 
Bryant, Arthur The Turn the Tide Vaino The Unknown Soldier 
Cantor Ardmore Take Life (I) Malm, Dorothea the Castle (Ila) 
Cluett, Jack How Build Orange Crate (I) Life Happy Knoll 
Day, Beth Glacier Pilot (Ila) Masterson, Whit Shadow inthe Wild 
Dean, Spencer Murder Delivery Beverley Sunlight Lawn 
Devon, John Anthony Western Wind (IV) Robert (ed.) 
Fleming, Joan The Deeds Dr. Deadcert Best Short-Short Stories: 
Fuller, Roy With Little Eye Stephen Potteron 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 
The Case the Screaming Woman (Ila) 


Gerson, Noel The Conqueror’s Wife 
Graves, Robert They Hanged Sainted Billy 


Guareschi, Giovanni 
Don Camillo Takes the Devil the Tail 


Hale, Nancy Heaven and Hardpan Farm 
Hansen, Harry (ed.) First-Prize Stories, 1919-1957 
Hiss, Alger The Court Public Opinion 


the Dark Night (Ila) 
Curtain Call 

Fowlers End 


Hood, Margaret 
Janney, Russell 
Johnson, Dorothy 
Kersh, Gerald 


The 
Wizard’s Country (Ila) 
How Watch Baseball Game 


Richter, Conrad 
Rooke, Daphne 
Schwed, Fred 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
II. Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. Not recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


Editor: Grady, Associate Editors: Leonard Wolf, Ph.D.; Eugene Willging. 
Contributing Editors: Helen Butler, Ph.D.; John Coppinger; George Grauel, Ph.D.; Paul Kiniery, Ph.D.; Frank 


O’Gorman, M.A.; Francis Ullrich, Ph.D. 
Business Manager: Mildred Norton. 


BEST SELLERS published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Ist and 15th each month. 
Subscription price: $4.00; Canadian and Foreign: $4.50. Single Copies, cents. Syndicate Subscription, $10.00, gives 
right reprinting classifications and separate reviews, condition that the source acknowledged. Entered second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the Post Office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the act March 1879. 
1957, the University Scranton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


Bryant, Arthur The Turn the Tide 
Doubleday. May 15,1957. 598p. $6.95. 


(Book-of-the-Month 


Sir Arthur Bryant, distinguished British historian, has 
undertaken most difficult and unusual task this 
story the war years 1939-1943. The volume based 
upon the diaries Field-Marshal Lord Alanbrooke, 
comments the diaries made ten years later Alan- 
brooke, and Bryant’s own historical narrative which 
serves setting for appreciation Alanbrooke’s 
personal comments. 


From the viewpoint readability the extremely clumsy 
format and stodgy style the two main contributors 
make this most tedious study. There meticulous 
recitation irrelevant details yet some the most 
judgments policies and strategy are want- 
ing even some the most elementary documenta- 


Undoubtedly this first projected two-volume work 
will create great deal interest the Pentagon. The 
merits almost every well-known American military 
leader World War are disparaged ruthlessly 
Bryant and Alanbrooke. Surprisingly the one who 
seems have escaped deprecatory treatment General 
MacArthur, although Eisenhower’s reputation 
charm enhanced the expense his soldiery 
ties. Military analysts will probably belabor tthis phase 
the volume until George Catlett Marshall’s memoirs 
are written. Marshall was the American counterpart 
Alanbrooke. 

Throughout much the story, only natural, 
Winston Churchill looms large the extent that Alan- 
brooke relegated the position stubborn yet in- 
evitable Though protests endlessly and 
obsequiously his admiration for Churchill, Alanbrooke, 
nevertheless, manages portray the war-time Prime 
Minister most unfavorable light. This particu- 


Bryant Hiss Thane 


larly noticeable comments upon 
Churchill’s unfulfilled plans for Balkan invasion and 
his supreme confidence his persuasive powers over 
Stalin. 


Between the lines both Alanbrooke’s and Bryant’s 
comments the grand strategy there are some striking 
lessons not usually found the literature produced 
since 1945. One the sorriest all lessons that 
much the grand strategy was poured from the open 
neck vodka bottle. There also the grim lesson 
that Britain had committed itself war behind 
background unpreparedness the extent that such 
commitments were not only foolhardy but actually 
deceitful the allies, Poland, France, and Belgium. 


Another lesson which returns haunt Americans 
the fact that the British attitude towards the war was 
save the pyramidal structure the British Empire 
Empire—the components the Com- 
monwealth) the established and historical order. 
Those American leaders who complemented this stra- 
tegy were regarded enlightened statesmen; and 
Americans who disputed this strategy were nothing 
better than selfish nationalistic politicians. 


Even with the benefit hindsight Alanbrooke does not 
present convincing case for himself and certainly does 
not deserve the accolades which Bryant heaps about 
his strategic and political feats. Despite the wealth 
material available from the pen Alanbrooke and the 
obvious editing Bryant, this reviewer cannot ignore 
the fact that American men, material, sacrifice, and 
ingenuity played major role extricating Alanbrooke 
and his countrymen from grave their own digging. 


extremely bad taste are the comments Alanbrooke 
and Bryant concerning the Belgian and French soldiers 
and civilians who will doubt have their champions 
rebuttal the continent. The echoes their 
anguished protests will serve deteriorate British 
foreign policy and military alliances while Alanbrooke 
continues retirement lecturing upon his bird films. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Hiss, Alger the Court Public Opinion 
Knopf. May 424p. $5.00. 

Alger Hiss was convicted the formal charge per- 
jury for having falsely denied that had committed 
espionage period beyond the statute limitations. 
The Court Appeals twice sustained this conviction 
and the Supreme Court found insufficient grounds 
for review. Subsequently the federal judge who had 
presided the trial refused grant motion for 
new trial after reviewing elaborate briefs the mo- 
tion. The Court Appeals and the Supreme Court 
refused review denial new trial. Essentially this 
book elaboration the aruments submitted the 
trial judge the request for new trial. Having been 
thoroughly defeated the courts law, Alger Hiss 
now argues his innocence the court public opinion. 


This argument has three parts. The first sustained 
attack the credibility Whittaker Chambers the 
basis numerous discrepancies and contradictions that 
are obviously sprinkled throughout all Chamber’s 


SELLERs 


testimony and writings the subject over several years, 
the sole evidence against Hiss had been the testimony 
Chambers, Hiss could not have been convicted, 
When the witness for the prosecution claims have 
been willing participant crime, additional 
dence must also offered before the judge can allow 
the case finally submitted the jury. The 
bility the witness when corroborating evidence 
offered question for the jury decide. 
conceivable that any properly selected jury would have 
convicted Hiss solely the testimony 
However, the additional evidence offered the Hiss 
trial was such convincing character that the con- 
viction appears have been perfectly proper and rea- 
sonable. 
The second argument offered Hiss that the cor 
roborating evidence was deliberate forgery planted 
the defense fantastically malicious and skillful 
Chambers. This argument alleges that Chambers 
liberately stole typewriter once owned Hiss, 
cated the peculiarities this machine, forged numerous 
State Department papers this machine, and then 
“planted” the duplicate that after diligent search 
Hiss would find and offer his own court 
his own defense. This argument presented elab 
orate form and great length, but the argument 
far from convincing. Chambers had obtained pos 
session the original typewriter, why would then 
construct duplicate when the alleged forgery would 
have been far simpler and safer with the original! 
This argument seems unconvincing, unreasonable, ab- 
surd and completely unbelievable. 
The third argument that Hiss received such unfair 
treatment the press that fair trial was impossible. 
This reviewer believes that Hiss became unfortunate 
symbol for many who too violently unjustly 
attacked him and for many who defended him 
out any regard for the evidence that clearly justified 
his conviction, not only court law, but 
quently also the court public opinion. The attacks 
the press did not convict Hiss. The evidence 
sented his trial was overwhelming that the con- 
viction was obviously justified. 
This book need purchased only those institutional 
libraries now stocking their shelves for the scholarly 
researcher some future generation. 

Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 

Political Philosophy, 

Fordham University, 

Bronx, New York 


Thane, Elswyth Homing 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 10,1957. 272p. $3.95. 

Characteristically good writing and careful research 
have gone into Elswyth Thane’s new Williamsburg 
novel, chronicle that follows the fate the 
Sprague-Campion families during the years 1938 
1941. account English courage after the 
shock Munich and the ominous days that 
followed, which were like stay execution, well 
the final test war after September, 1939, 
Homing excellent. But readers are guaranteed 
pleasant story spite unpleasant theme for Miss 
Thane’s characters are moulded another 
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survival from another world”—as Nigel Murray says 
life Farthingale, his mother’s country home, all chintz 
serenity, tea and walks the country with run 
London now and then for shopping and the theatre, 
place where things distasteful are ignored and sweet- 
ness and light only are admitted. 

The particular stress the story Mavis Poynter, 
the Campions, and Jeff Day, her distant cousin. 
the confused inter-mingling families, Jeff married 
his cousin Sylvia Sprague Williamsburg, former 
dancer. His uncle Bracken Murray grooming him 
inherit newspaper empire and 
spondent Jeff covering the war with headquarters 
the home Mavis’s grand- 
mother Virginia Murray the centre gravity for 
most the clan. Mavis, Mab, the elder child 
Irene and Ian Poynter for whom the honeymoon not 
yet over, has spent most her life with Virginia, 
arrangement agreeable both. Mab strange, dark, 
green-eyed creature who, thirteen, has absorbed the 
history her American ancestry almost uncanny 
degree. times she seems re-live events the 
past under compulsion force outside herself. The 
family accept her she is, including her undisguised 
worship Jeff. But Evadne, newly married Stephen 
Sprague, discovers arrival Williamsburg the 
strange resemblance between her niece Mab and Jeff’s 
grandmother Tibby whose portrait stands his house 
there. Jeff the physical reincarnation his grand- 
father Julian Day and the implication that lies beyond 
her discovery strikes fear into Evadne’s heart. Jeff has 
always known the mysterious likeness between Mab 
and Tibby and Sylvia has chosen ignore the coinci- 
dence. deep affection links her Mab. 

War finds members the families their various 
posts. Evadne ARP duty Bayswater, Stephen 
canteen work nearby, Sylvia attached animal 
ARP, little publicized branch civil defense work. 
Mab and her brother Basil are evacuated Farthingale 
which has also lent itself war service housing the 
Bank employees the nearby hamlet. these, Anne 
Phillips most appeals Virginia’s exacting taste and 
the girl gradually becomes attached the family. 
Nigel, Virginia’s son, brooding widower, soon dis- 
covers why Anne her quiet, wondering way attracts 
him and plans something about it. 

One wonders how the novelist might have overcome 
the difficulty created Mab’s declaration love for 
Jef and his acceptance something for which 
they are somehow not accountable Sylvia had not 
been killed. For Sylvia has certainly become ob- 
stacle the way Mab’s final happiness. ironi- 
cal that her life should have had sacrificed 
attempt rescue the pet bird 
bombed-out woman, but characteristic too. his at- 
tempt save her, Jeff injured and brought Far- 
thingale recuperate. Sylvia’s own pet bird must die 
bring Mab and Jeff together again; Mab must endure 
the worst London blitz bring Jeff back the 
work; and Irene and must out together 
the same blitz, send Mab homing last Wil- 
liamsburg. 

unmistakable touch Bridey Murphy has crept 
into Homing. result there fine disregard for 
the role free will the determination human acts. 


Hale Kersh 


But this novel and pretends nothing more. 
Judgment must suspended where author skill- 
fully substitutes acts fate for the hazard free 
choice settle the course events. The book should 
enjoy much popularity, especially amongst those who 
romantic tale traditional English family 
ife. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Hale, Nancy Heaven and Hardpan Farm 
Scribner. Apr. 26,1957. 235p. $3.75. 


Heaven and Hardpan Farm series loosely con- 
nected slices life Hardpan Farm, small sana- 
torium, run benign old doctor whose time 
divided between his eight patients here the country 
and thriving practice New York. These separate 
episodes appeared originally the New Yorker and 
bear the contemporaneous, non-committal 
tremely readable mark that publication. 


The eight well-heeled and widely gathered neurotic 
women look the doctor, with air wise old pussy- 
cat, the last source omnipotence and omniscience. 
This illusion not shattered the least his look 
almost bored detachment their progress, punctuated 
sternly worded, even contemptuous questions about 
it. Their confidence him not shaken either his 
hiring helper who turns out genuine para- 
noid. 
The ladies are divided into the downstairs introverts 
and their more varied upstairs opposites, distinction 
that makes for fine conversational fodder through the 
winter months among the inmates themselves. The 
reeducation emotional behavior patterns thus pro- 
gresses contrasting ways—the same ways really, since 
the introverts are always adopting with caution and 
lag what the extroverts have already discarded 
they flit from one popular how-to-be-normal book 
the next. (For several months, tension relieved 
the strained repetition the words: “Let up, let 
up, let culled from latest relaxing book.) 
Half hearted flirting with religion and yoga occupy the 
ladies when they are not diagnosing themselves and 
trying recall last night’s dream. the evenings after 
supper, the doctor reads heavy psychoanalytic literature 
them way bed-time stories. 
The detail and dialogue aptly let the reader 
patient’s experience such retreat and her reluctance 
leaving for life and life’s responsibilities. 
Hale can hardly said have “uncovered whole 
new brand fun,” the jacket proclaims. Mankind 
has been laughing his mentally ill neighbor ever since 
Eden. She presents rather kind ironic, almost cruel 
delineation that makes the reader wonder neurotic 
deserves any sympathy all. 

Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 

Salle College, 

Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 


Kersh, Gerald Fowlers End 
Simon Schuster. May 337p. $3.95. 


Fowlers End the name slum district London 
the 1920’s, where the poorest the poor and the 
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derelicts society live. Thus the place and people are 
very similar those some Gerald Kersh’s other 
books, such Night and the City, The Son the 
Flea, and Prelude Certain Midnight. 


The principal characters this novel are associated 
with Fowlers End’s only movie-house, the Pantheon, 
which spite its high-sounding name “flea pit” 
and the last stop for those their way out vaude- 
ville. Miss Noel, when sober, plays the piano, for this 
was the period the silent movie. Copper Baldwin 
runs the machine and hard-bitten traveller and 
cynic. The manager Daniel Laverock, ugly-look- 
ing giant with soft heart, who love with June 
Whistler. From her inane remarks she must have been 
brain-washed somewhere along the line. And then 
there Sam Yudenow. 


Were one meet such person Sam Yudenow 
real life, would surely rate him the most un- 
forgettable unforgettable people. steals the show 
from his first appearance which page one. 
his monologues, and that what all conversations be- 
come him, butchers the English language, mixes 
names, places, sexes, metaphors, proverbs, and can 
condemn and praise the patrons this theater one 
and the same sentence. Among the most humorous 
pages the book are his account how the feud be- 
tween him and neighbor, Mr. Godbolt, arose and 
was carried with quarter asked given, how 
met the challenger the “talkies” new kind 
sandwich called “Greenburgers,” and how lavish- 
entertained Mr. Lasky, American the shoe 
business, whom mistakenly believed the fam- 
ous Mr. Lasky show business. 


This novel made for the most part loosely- 
connected incidents, occasional flash-backs the life 
Laverock, and some not very profound moralizing. 
What may called plot the attempt Baldwin 
and Laverock double-cross Yudenow, and Yude- 
now double-cross Godbolt. The end the story 
comes very suddenly, almost the author were tired 
his characters, fierce free-for-all the Pantheon 
which, rumor said, was engineered Sam Yudenow 
after had sold Godbolt. 
Anyone who could create such person Sam Yude- 
now undoubtedly literary genius. But Mr. Kersh 
men’s foibles and the poverty and degradation 
Fowlers End. has inhibitions about the language 
uses. There are few pages which there not 
some vulgarity, sexual allusion, profanity, lack 
respect for the name God and Christ. one 
place introduces character who, for apparent 
reason, once begins explain ways bringing 
about abortion. Hence because its immoral lan- 
guage and contents recommed for adults only. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Devon, John Anthony Western Wind 
Putnam. May 320p. $3.95. 


This historical novel relates the voyage the May- 
flower and the founding the Plymouth Colony. 


Devon Johnson 


Damon Fairon and Degory Hennessee are Cornwall 
farm hands who love Sapphira Trelawney. violent 
fight between the two youths occurs, and Damon cracks 
Degory’s skull with large stone and leaves his rival 
dying condition. Damon flees Plymouth, and there 
meets Stephen Hopkins who manages have Damon 
employed swabber the Mayflower. The excur- 
sion Massachusetts sketchily described are the 
origins New Plymouth. Damon joins Tom Morton 
the Merry Mount Colony. There Damon marries 
Little Fawn, Indian girl, but eventually Miles Stan- 
dish and his soldiers arrive arrest Damon and 
Morton. 


time Damon travels ship with number men 
and plants colony Cape Anne. Sapphira has 
come Massachusetts and joins Damon this venture. 
Once Damon captured the Indians, but Poca- 
hontas, i.e. Little Fawn rescues him. Later the 
posedly dead Degory appears, threatens kill 
body, but finally proves hero when sacrifices his 
life that Damon, Sapphira and their baby can escape 
their ketch and sail away from the latest Indian 
attack. 


This novel obvious both plot and 
tion. The conflicts between the Indians and settlers 
—especially Cape Anne—partake the same hack- 
neyed formulas that you would see the Saturday 
afternoon, grade cowboy movies. one point when 
Damon leaves her, Sapphira suddenly breaks forth 
lugubrious, plaintive song only because this song con- 
tains the title the novel. Degory’s skull horribly 
cracked and battered number places; yet, 
aculously returns life. Such simple-minded story- 
handling joined lack imagination managing 
the historical material. Anyone who knows some 
mentary American history Bradford’s work knows 
much about the history this story the author 
does, but one point should mentioned this con- 
nection. The author has deliberately twisted the facts 
about Thomas Morton’s Merry Mount Colony. 
contrasting Morton’s gay settlement with the Puritan 
colony, Morton’s life highly praised and his “town” 
extolled. reality Morton sold the Indians 
water” and arms and was personally licentious. 
only justification for his portrait Morton can 
Morton’s own New English Canaan, which historians 
have discounted inaccurate and prejudiced. 
the common historical viewpoint see Plimoth Plan 
tation William Bradford. Indeed moral conduct 
counts for nothing this story. Damon bigamist 
and adulterer; leaves Degory dying without helping 
him, etc.; all with the author’s sympathy and approval. 
impossible find anything positive say about 


this novel. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Johnson, Dorothy The Hanging Tree 


Ballantine Books. Apr. 26,1957. 272p. $3.50. 


The ten short stories that make The Hanging Tree 
are all centered the old, golden west. this, her 
second book short stories dealing with the frontier 
west, Miss Johnson writes with fresh authenticity, with 
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sweep and verve that rarely come from feminine 
writer. Though there are few lapses into sentimen- 
tality (“Gift the Wagon,” “Journal Adventure,” 
and “The Story Charles” are examples), general 
Miss Johnson’s writing forcefully masculine. one 
story, Woke Wicked,” there delicious humor 
Ring Lardner style. 
There much significant detail the ten stories 
that none the tales sounds made-up; here the real 
stuff legend, unembroidered. Miss Johnson 
seems like the situation involving two people who 
love, separate, and then meet each other again, the 
reader somehow feels that these stories are not con- 
trived but rather frequent inevitable occurrences natural 
the old west. Those were the days when the women 
all seemed know instinctively the men they loved, 
and matter what happened, they were all true-blue 
Lous. 
The lack overtones and significant extension into 
higher order reality prevents this book from achiev- 
ing first-rate stature, but general good, enter- 
taining reading. Note program directors: almost all 
these stories could adapted half-hour time. 
And they would different. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Hood, Margaret Page the Dark Night 
Coward-McCann. May 16,1957. 190p. $2.95. 


Distinguished salty and savory coast-o’-Maine 
atmosphere and some expert characterization, this mur- 
der mystery features Deputy Sheriff (in charge Fox 
Island) Gil Donan, who moves about sensibly and 
sometimes slowly but comes with the necessary evi- 
dence unravel the tangled skeins motive, oppor- 
tunity, method. While her husband captaining 
cruise ship during the summer, Jeanne Marie amuses 
herself with flirtation with his younger brother and 
gets both herself and the hapless young brother killed 
one hot and smoky night. Was Dick’s former sweet- 
heart, Anna, who killed the two? her mother? 
one the two young men stationed Old Squaw 
Light? perhaps Crie himself, the husband Jeanne 
Or, possibly, his uncle, old Judson Wallace, 
hermit Huckleberry Hill. The experienced reader 
may able identify the guilty one half-way through; 
but will read content with the flavorsome develop- 
ment dialogue and description. 


Lee, The Flower Drum Song 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. May 20, 1957. 244p. $3.50. 


The unhappy immigrant, the basically unsettled man 
whom circumstances have forced from his native coun- 
try and who accepts his adopted land gratefully but 
necessary evil, has been ripe subject for modern 
writers. The conflict between revered and alien cus- 
toms, between first and second generations, has been 
done for the Armenians, the Irish, the Jews, the Italians. 
was only natural that San Francisco’s Chinatown, 

western world’s largest Chinese colony outside 
China, would eventually the locale for similar 
story. Mr. Lee, editor Chinese language daily 


Hood Lee Boles 


San Francisco and writing tongue foreign him, 
has come through with first novel that colorful, 
bright, and professional, not especially profound. 
This primarily novel character, about wealthy 
old duffer named Wang Chi-yang suddenly lifted from 
his homeland and deposited America with two young 
sons. Old Master Wang runs his life and his house- 
hold pretty much his ancestors did for centuries, 
and finds shelter that unique bit China symbolized 
narrow, teeming Grant Avenue. But the sons are 
growing this new world, and they leave the 
shelter often enough changed it. Wang San, 
13, plays American sports and chomps American 
food, can hardly speak Chinese, and continually 
rapped with bamboo for failing memorize his Con- 
Wang Ta, having graduated from Berkeley, 
looking for both job and wife, and sorely trying 
the old man’s patience. 

The events, while somewhat predictable, are good- 
natured enough and lead the inevitable climax where 
Wang finds himself individual, rejects 
arranged marriage, and storms off with pretty servant 
The old man, still stubborn but considerably 
worn down, the end makes his compromise with 
modern civilization. 

Mr. Lee’s untrammeled prose suffers from some the 
patness the slick magazines. Old Wang may 
bit too quaint, some the jokes and characterizations 
bit too contrived. The hectic climax, which involves 
not only the marital conflict but trumped-up charge 
thievery against the girl, reads very much like the 
wild Third Act classic farce, complete with hys- 
terical women, slamming doors, and the turning 
the tables. 

But the whole this 40-year-old native Hunan has 
proved effective spokesman for modern Chinatown, 
presenting medium insight into its people and peculiar 
social problems,—the shortage girls, the difficulty 
educated young men getting suitable jobs. Occa- 
sionally Mr. Lee hits few sour notes. suicide 
one Wang Ta’s rejected sweethearts obtrusive 
somber chord; mybe trifle too much explicit sex 
thrown gratuitous nod the current trend 
American literature. the subject women, especi- 
ally, many Mr. Lee’s characters seem have the 
viewpoint the college sophomore reading Playboy 
Magazine; the New Yorker touch amusing, but 
have suspicion Mr. Lee laughing with rather than 


it. 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Boles, Paul Darcy Deadline 


Macmillan. May 21,1957. 254p. $3.75. 

Deadline the story man probing the labyrinthine 
ways his own mind,—the broad highways South- 
ern tradition and the forked sidepaths his own back- 
ground,—to arrive decision. The Supreme Court 
decision integration demanded some reaction from 
the liberal editor large newspaper could not 
straddle the fence compromise—or could he? 

For four days his editorials talked the peace the 
countryside and kindred subjects, innocent and eva- 
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Malm Rooke Richter 


sive essays, while conflicting forces raged within him. 
knew all the arguments. Knew them well 
knew the attitudes those pressing him for decision. 
For was part the South. They were bred his 
bone and bitten into his brain. And that should have 
made all simple. But was also well edu- 
cated, much travelled American who did think his 
country being more than merely his section. 
the broad view always seemed funnel the narrow 
only have the immediate pyramid out into the 
future. But the hourglass meant time then time 
meant deadline. must decide. Even when 
knew what should wasn’t sure could will 
it. 


For was more than just bumping against company 
policy, newspaper policy, was divide the loyalties 
his personal friends, his readers, and rub salt into 
the open-wound community which shared their 
day day existence. But make peace with him- 
self must make his decision—and print it. 


Paul Darcy Boles has done splendid job, really got 
inside the man and pulled him inside out. creates 
masterful suspense leading decision only 
fall back and start the climb again. more 
hurry than the man writes about. can’t hurry 
because must sure. dangles the 
decision yanks away from the reader pulling him 
through the whole new series thought and emotion 
favor the decision not being made. 

Much has been written integration, pro and con; 
even William Faulkner and Robert Warren have in- 
dulged prosaic essays. But what this novel says 
will felt. not man’s rhetoric but his absolute 
wretchedness the tosses the horns dilemma. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Malm, Dorothea the Castle 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. May 24,1957. 282p. $3.75. 
This novel recounts the interesting escapades Isabel 
Regan, born out wedlock French peasant girl 
who then married American soldier World 
War live Wichita until dies when Isabel 
fourteen. Her mother then married English sailor 
and the family went England. Isabel goes busi- 
ness school Liverpool, that, when her mother 
dies leaving her only picture postcard the Chateau 
Ferroncalles and the information that Isabel’s real 
father was the Duc Ferroncalles, Isabel packs off 
Paris and gets job secretary the Duc’s cousin, 
Yves d’Ayz, lecherous character who writing 
novel. While preparing the manuscript for publica- 
tion, Isabel invited live the ancestral Chateau 
and there her remarkable resemblance the Duc and 
his apparent contempt for her leads the servants 
suspect that she his daughter. 

After month the Castle, all the family skeletons 
are revealed including the fact that Isabel the daugh- 
ter not the Duc but Yves. Fleeing from the horrid 
events attending this revelation, Isabel goes Paris, 
pursued the Duc who has fallen love with her. 
They marry and set out “live happily ever after” 
London. 


Best SELLERs 


Since the publication Pamela Foxe and Claire, 
thea Malm has matured considerably 
Her latest effort has smoothness, sophistication and 
suspense, qualities which were lacking, opinion, 
from her earlier publications. Miss 
that the Castle “was written escape from 
world too complicated for comfort and offered 
such readers who get enough today’s reality 
their daily lives and don’t want more when they 
settle down with book.” For such readers, this 
will satisfactory combination historical novel and 


suspense story. 
Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Rooke, Daphne Wizard’s Country 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 16,1957. 299p. $3.75. 

cinating story the Zulus, their customs and supersti- 
tions the 1870s. The hero Benge, misshapen 
dwarf. Children such were usually disposed 
forced live among the wizards; but Benge’s 
family, adopting various fictions, are able save 
him from such fate. young boy had the keen- 
est eyes and became the shrewdest teacher the 
whole clan. was Benge who brought glory his 
people crossing into the white-man’s country, Natal, 
and helping bring back man and woman who had 
disobeyed the king’s laws. trying save the woman, 
Cece, from the king’s justice, Benge forced enter 
into compact with the evil wizard and witch who 
want him one their minions. The struggle for 
the soul Benge, who tries remain true the 
spirits” his own clan, provides chapter that 
makes one’s hair stand end. Benge manages 
escape and used scout the war against the 
whites. this war, most his family are killed and 
the novel’s end leaves Benge with the realization that 
future for his clan. 


While some the incidents make this novel suitable 
only for adult readers, this reviewer found 
able experience and highly recommends 


Country adult readers. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Richter, Conrad The Lady 


Knopf. May 22,1957. 191p. $3.00. 

short but cleanly and evocatively written story 
the Southwest the early years this century, The 
Lady tells the fateful story Dona Ellen Johnson 
Campo who married Judge Albert Sessions, circuit 
judge New Mexico. Dona Ellen was mixed Eng 
lish and Spanish blood, she was beautiful, gracious, 
gratiating, imperious, wilful, skillful horsewoman and 
good She was, indeed, femme fatale 
which ended not only with the disappearance 
husband and son, presumably murdered the desert, 
but ruin the great estates she once The 
story told through the eyes her orphaned 
cousin, Jud, whom she took live with her own son, 
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and who recounts this tale from the perspective dis- 
tance sixty years and concludes feel this may 
the reason why the unsolved mystery (of Albert’s and 
Willy’s death) remains many the most haunt- 
ing earlier happenings the annals New Mexico.” 
The Lady haunting story written with Mr. Richter’s 
accomplished skill. recommended reading. 


Guareschi, Giovanni 
Don Camillo Takes the Devil the Tail 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. May 23,1957. 218p. $3.00. 


The amusing rivalry the hulking parish priest, Don 
Camillo, and his first opponent and friend, the com- 
munist mayor, Peppone, continued more episodes, 
beginning with the rescue the atrocious statue for- 
gotten Saint Babila from the river depths where the 
Don had dumped one night, and ending with what 
may well Peppone’s final disillusionment with com- 
munism result the Hungarian tragedy No- 
vember, 1956. hilarious night aboard carousel 
which Peppone and his henchmen well Ca- 
millo are stranded helplessly while bandits rob the 
carnival owner; the treatment given energetic 
young new curate sent assist him; the unmasking 
Peppone’s Soviet-made set; the sad results Ca- 
millo’s poaching attempts fill poor men’s pots with 
chicken each for the New Year; these are some the 
episodes, and those who know Don Camillo from 
earlier tales will amused those who will find 
this introduction. The good humor the author 
never compromises his contempt for communism. 
sound Christian approach, and funny besides. 


Gerson, Noel The Conqueror’s Wife 
Doubleday. May 23,1957. 285p. $3.75. 


addition radio and scripting Mr. Gerson has 
been producing historical novels during the past few 
years. His earlier efforts were the field American 
History and were not all bad. forsook that field 
turn out so-so story Caesar and Cleopatra and 
has done better his current effort William 
Normandy and the Conquest England. His central 
theme the story William’s relations with his wife 
Matilda but that soon becomes lost the maze the 
conquest itself and only lamely recovered near the 
end the story. 


When the widowed but still young, comely, talented 
and rich Matilda, daughter Baldwin Flanders, 
refused marry the rather uncouth William, 
plucked her from her horse and rolled her the filth 
the street. When she bowed his power and mar- 
tied this foremost soldier his age, conqueror Nor- 
mandy, Maine, Anjou and Brittany, twice victor over 
the King France and promised heir Edward the 
Confessor England, she hoped bend him her 
will and become first woman the world. But was 
inevitable that these two self-willed personalities should 
clash and her attempts influence his policy ended 
only disaster and the near-wreckage their mar- 


She was who persuaded William abandon his 
plan murdering Harold Godwineson, when the 


Guareschi Gerson Knight 


latter fell into William’s hands accident; she was 
who conceived the oath fealty which Harold swore 
William, oath which Harold repudiated soon 
escaped the plea that was extorted under 
duress. This was which made necessary the war 
conquest upon Edward’s death and furious William 
left her behind planned the invasion. Her only 
victory was achieved collaboration with Lanfranc 
having Hildebrand declare this holy war reputedly 
exchange for the votes which later made him Greg- 
ory VII. During the actual Conquest she was left 
govern Normandy. Later William neglected send 
for her and was her own initiative that she finally 
came England. There they achieved rapproche- 
ment when she seemingly submitted his will and 
rewarded her submission giving her the crown 
his Queen. 


historical novel the best that can said for 
this effort that seems demonstrate little more 
than the apparent minimum necessary research. 
Most known incidents and some legends are taken 
face value with little interpretation offered and 
development character analysis attempted. Wil- 
liam regarded almost perfect, save dealing with 
his wife (he gets results that department also), 
military genius, persistent, determined, crafty; 
cause just; the Saxons are forsworn heathens; there 
was never any question William’s triumph; and 
the Normans were not excessively cruel nor did they 
rob the English freedom. True, the incidents are 
woven skilfully together, the manner good 
script, but they present only parroted understanding 
the events and personalities involved. all, 
the book readable but definitely below the standards 
good historical novel. Subject matter makes 
suitable mainly for adults. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Knight, Brigid The Citadel Yours 
Doubleday. May 239p. $3.50. 


This story Valerie Summerhayes whose faith, 
admiration, loyalty and love for her brilliant immature 
doctor husband never waver. She understands but 
never admits his weakness; follows him when she can; 
stays quietly home when impossible. Grief- 
stricken the death their only child, she acquiesces 
his insistence that they have more children. 
David disappears the course rescue sea dur- 
ing the War and after respectable interval, Valerie 
marries steady, long-time friend, Charles Leighton, with 
whom she finds happiness and motherhood. The plot 
the story negligible, the action more exciting 
than turning the page photograph album. The 
characters, even Valerie’s, never quite assume life. 
Conversation profuse but unnatural. The interludes 
into which the story divided appear rather series 
photographs involving the same people mild 
variety different poses. Possible reading for female 
sun-worshippers who like read lightly while acquir- 


ing summer tan. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Janney Linna 
Janney, Russell Curtain Call 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 24,1957. 135p. $3.00. 


Some years ago Russell Janney hit the best seller jack 
pot with The Miracle the Bells. That sentimental 
novel was example rugged, slice-of-life realism 
compared with his latest offering, Curtain Call. Mr. 
Janney omits the usual foreword: “The characters 
this book are fictitious and any resemblance persons 
living dead purely coincidental.” After reading 
the novel one understands the omission,—even Polly- 
would blush the absurdity this saccharine 
tale. 


Curtain Call the story Charlie Goddard, (usually 
referred the Old Manager), who, his youth, 
was the boy wonder Broadway. has 
been away from the Main Stem for many years and 
both his name and his successes are, for the most part, 
forgotten. When envelope slipped under the door 
his dingy room Charlie expects contain 
eviction notice but instead finds two thousand dollars, 
cash. that moment “something snaps the Old 
Manager’s head” and becomes convinced the en- 
velope contains two hundred thousand dollars. 
course immediately decides produce play and 
all has tell few people has the money 
and director, (Broadway’s current white-haired boy), 
actors, designers, electricians, and stage-hands rush 
his side. Obviously there’s business like show busi- 
ness and who will dare say Broadway crass and com- 
mercial—certainly not Mr. Janney. The wheel for- 
tune continues spin and Lady Luck becomes the 
Old Manager’s alter ego. Then one evening while 
visiting the theatre that housed his greatest successes 
fire breaks out; old Charlie rushes the stage and 
shouts directions the frightened audience; built 
the theatre and knows all the answers. Calm re- 
stored and, although the theatre destroyed, only one 
life lost—yep, you guessed it, the Old Manager 
the victim. one but one could possibly imagine 
what happens next and you wouldn’t believe you 
were told! 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
The Scapegoat (Ila) Maurier Mar. 
Peyton Place (1V) Metalious 
Compulsion Levin Dec. 
The Blue Camellia Keyes Feb. 
The Last Angry Man Green Feb. 15, 
The Town Faulkner May ’57 
The Philadelphian (IIb) Powell Jan. 
Say, Darling Bissell Apr. 
The Black Remarque Apr. 15, 
Silver Spoon (Ila, Berlin June 
NON-FICTION 

The Nun’s Story (Ila) Hulme Sept. 15, 
The Organization Man (Ila) Whyte Apr. 15, 
Please Stay Alive All Your Life Apr. 15, ’57 
The Bridge Andau (Ila) Michener Mar. 15, 


SELLERs 


There’s romance aplenty the novel because Charlie 
had great love his life and keeps the memory green 
frequently reading “poem” called Hand Hand, 
last lines (and they’re the best—Scout’s honor!) 
rea 


will not care what fate granted me, 
side your angel form see. 
Your hand mine, your hand, own, 
own—my very own.” 


These immortal lines were not written Eddie Guest 
but Old Charlie’s girl—when was Young Charlie, 
naturally. The only kind thing one can say about 
Curtain Call this: very short, only 135 pages. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Linna, Vaino The Unknown Soldier 
Putnam. May 29, 1957. 316p. $4.00. 

When great European best-seller translated into 
English, there always certain amount gleeful 
anticipation the part the reader approaching what 
will certainly bit amateurish wandering the 
field prose fiction. Linna’s The Unknown Soldier 
such best seller, and confess that came the book 
with joy these eyes. There was only dull glow 
when finished. had been taken. 


The Unknown Soldier, story ofthe fight the Finnish 
army the Second World War, the story many 
people one unit. takes them through the first 
triumphant charge across the border into Russia; slows 
them down into the tedium stalled killing; slowly 
loosens them into dribble withdrawal; then runs 
them into the fearful torrent desperate flight before 
the crushing wave total defeat. 


Now this precisely the composition 
Stalingrad, and the publishers have painstakingly noted 
that fact the dust jacket, “certainly the greatest 
its bloody, panoramic sort since Plievier’s Stalingrad.” 
But between The Unknown Soldier and Stalingrad 
there chasm that not even Satan would attempt 
bridge. What Plievier knows, and what Linna appar- 
ently does not know, that tell great war story, 
you must somehow tell the story the war, well 
the story the people the war, incredibly 
enough, Linna seems have lost the war while track- 
ing down the soldiers. There never moment 
Plievier’s novels when you lose the perspective the 
fight, whether Stalingrad the terrible 
road that led from Moscow. But there not moment 
The Unknown Soldier when there any real per- 
spective the war all. 


What the novel means Finland, one can only guess. 
novel about the Finnish army, and has 
apparently raised all sorts devils home. But near- 
every other country the west has gotten used 
its authors who come home assuring the happy citizens 
that they were really collection pretty miserable 
bums uniform. Perhaps were. But tired 
old hat now, and The Unknown Soldier seems scarcely 
worth all the tedious trouble required its reading. 
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say tedious deliberately. The translation may per- 
not English. Most may diagram grammatically, 
(not, though, when the unknown translator uses that 
pons asinorum, but there not sug- 
gestion rhetoric style. Better should remain 
anonymous. 


once paying three-fifty for ticket running 
meet Madison Square Garden Finnish War 
Relief Fund, watch Greg Rice run against Taisto 
Maki, and felt that money was well spent. Had 
they also given this book the door bonus, 
think would have felt I’d been robbed. Mika Walteri 
reommends The Unknown Soldier ecstatically. 


Frank M.A., 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


First-Prize Stories 1919-1957 

From the O’Henry Memorial Awards. 
May 552p. $3.95. 

The Society Arts and Sciences New York inaug- 
urated the O’Henry Memorial Awards 1918 and 
published the first selection short stories the follow- 
ing year. 1954, following two-year hiatus, Paul 
Engle and Hanford Martin the English Department, 
University Iowa, published their first set stories 
and Mr. Engle and Constance Urdang produced the 
1957 selections. This volume presents the first-prize 
winners the series. 


Notable the predominance Southern authors and 
Southern themes. the first-prize winners, 
have been natives the Border States the South 
and the stories have Southern locales. Notable, 
too, the change style, plot and construction with 
the passing years. 


“England America” Margaret Prescott Montague, 
the 1919 winner, almost period piece, full hands- 
across-the-sea, jolly ol’ Blighty and stiff upper lips. 
Nevertheless, story and the characters seem 
least possible and human, even humane. Through 
successive years with authors such Maxwell Stru- 
thers Burt, Irvin Cobb, Julian Street, Roark Brad- 
ford, Stephen Vincent Benet, Kay Boyle, there this 
quality recognizable human-ness found, even 
they are all pretty grim tales except for “Mr. Bis- 
bee’s Princess” Julian Street (1925), satire 
“Main Street” manner, and “Child God” Brad- 
ford (1927), fantasy the “Green Pastures” genre. 
Even William Faulkner’s contribution, “Barn Burning” 
(1939), peopled relatively human beings. 


With 1942 and “The Wide Net” Eudora Welty 
noticeable change takes place and the stories become 
increasingly unreal and involuted. (Note one excep- 
tion, fine story Walter Van Tilburg Clark, “The 
Wind and the Snow Winter” (1945), wherein the 
mind ancient prospector the verge senility 
touchingly and beautifully laid bare with fine eco- 
nomy words and true sense sympathy and un- 
derstanding.) 

“The Wide Net” sets the stage for what follow 
1942. very long, rambling, undisciplined thing 


Hanover House. 


First Prize Stories Oberfirst Potter 


without plot that feel for characterization necessary 
establish rapport with the people even the place 
where the action occurs. this and the following 
stories, Irwin Shaw, John Mayo Goss, Truman Ca- 
pote, Faulkner again (“A Courtship”) but far gone 
now into the miasma incoherency and obfuscation 
which appears his main stock trade (will 
one say aloud that the Emperor is, fact, naked?), 
John Cheever and Flannery O’Connor among others, 
there was, for this reviewer any rate, living soul 
with whom weep mourn; laughter being unheard 
this grim world unreality. 
contrast, “The Heart Little Shikara” Edison 
Marshall (1921) adventure 
story which involves the reader unashamedly the 
fortunes white hunter, little Indian boy and 
wounded tigress. The story also reminds how swiftly, 
one generation, has the world changed and made 
the British Sahib anachronism. 
The best story, opinion, “The Devil and Daniel 
Webster” Benet (1937) which has the very smell 
and flavor New Hampshire and the Yankee breed. 
Taken all all, this pretty depressing reading. 
humorist could make mint America 
today. 

Myles Gannon, 

Managing Editor, 

The Catholic Light, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Oberfirst, Robert (Editor) 

Anthology Best Short Short Stories: Volume 
Fell. May 20,1957. $3.95. 
Robert Fontaine writes introduction this volume 
telling how difficult write good short-short 
story. After the first few stories this collection, the 
reader will begin believe that Fontaine’s thesis 
being proved examples. these are the best short- 
shorts produced recently, then there must short 
the short-short circuits. Some these “best” stories 
are abysmally bad and would not credit small 
college magazine. Mr. Oberfirst, editor, takes pages 
243 onwards tell you how write the short-short 
story and analyze typical short-shorts from four diver- 
gent magazines, one which dropped dead suddenly 
leaving him slightly embarrassed, perhaps. 
writers and sellers short-shorts may, however, find 
this valuable volume for reference and for encour- 
agement their own efforts. have said, some 
the selections for inclusion here are pur-rty ba-ad. 


Potter, Stephen Potter America 
Random House. May 22,1957. 208p. $3.00. 

Armchair touring can fun especially when your 
literary peregrinations take you scurrying and down 
and around this continent with companionable 
volume Potter America. Stephen Potter 
life-long Londoner who made two visits the United 
States and Canada 1955. drumbeating, editor- 
ializing tirade, his book matter-of-fact diarist’s re- 
flections what said, saw and did during spring 
holiday trip with his wife, Heather, and later that fall 
while lecture tour. Being man who believes 


Berlin Cantor 


gamesmanship, Potter not out looking for our hides; 
nor aiming take pot shots our typically 
American customs, foibles, and idiosyncracies. fact, 
when laughs, with, and not at, us. 


Since there seeming end the number persons, 
places and things which Potter comments, 
really meaningless call any single one attention. 
But does have word for almost everything—trains, 
planes, cars, traffic, homes, theatres, food, langauge, 
etc., etc. Names keep appearing across the pages like 
the roll-call gathering who’s who. Unfortun- 
ately all too frequently they mean nothing, especially 
when Potter hides behind some unidentifying initials. 
one item stands out this reviewer’s mind, 
Potter’s description the long train ride across Canada. 


Potter America exhilirating and pleasant ex- 
perience because the author has vivid imagination, 
deep insight and remarkable sense humor. can 
witty, and can tart. But never mean. 
His subject matter serious, but its presentation 
light and unpretentious. should help relax along 
the minutes this summer while lolling the hammock 
while loafing the beach. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 

Manhattan College, 

New York, New York 


Berlin, Ellin Silver Platter 


Doubleday. May 14, 1957. 454p. $4.95. 

Silver Platter Ellin Berlin has undertaken write 
the life her grandmother, Louise Mackay, wife 
John Mackay, who was the dominant partner the 
mining the great Comstock Lode. This the classic 
American success story, and who not fascinated 
the rags riches theme, even when developed 
naturally prejudiced granddaughter somewhat ro- 
mantic turn mind? 

Louise Hungerford’s story opens the New York 
the Forties. Here the dream someday being fine 
lady was born she delivered her seamstress’ mother’s 
embroidery the fashionable women the city. She 
carried the dream with her Nevada, where her father 
had gone seek gold. She tasted its first sweets when, 
the age thirteen, she was enrolled the Domini- 
can school Benicia, California. But year Saint 
Catherine’s was all her hardpressed father could man- 
age and she returned the squalid town Downie- 
ville, but not without sense pride, (which never 
left her) that she had been exposed education 
aconvent school. sixteen, she married the town’s 
doctor; twenty-three, she was widow with crip- 
pled child and visible means support except her 
own talent for sewing. the age twenty-four she 
married John Mackay who was even then successful 
miner. The fairy tale begins. 

John Mackay handed Louise “the whole damn world 
silver platter” and Louise knew exactly what 
with it. After devastating rebuff from New York 
society, which would not accept her because she was 
Catholic and nouveau deadly combination), she 
established herself Paris, and later London, and be- 
came one the reigning queens European society. 
Her houses the two great capitals were the gathering 


Best SELLERs 


place all the fashionable Europe; she entertained 
royalty itself and was presented Victoria, 
point the career ambitious lady. One cannot 
help but admire this indomitable woman who planned 
her social strategem like general and realized, fully, 
the dream the child New York and the young 
girl Saint Catherine’s. 
Mrs. Berlin draws this portrait almost novel form 
which, feel, weakens it. She uses great deal 
dialogue contrived sort and necessary pause 
times remember that true story. straight 
forward, objective approach would have proved more 
effective. She uses this method describing the 
vities John Mackay, both the mines and the 
battle waged with Jay Gould over the creation 
the Postal Telegraph; but, however interesting Amer. 
icana, the account sketchy. This essentially Louise 
Mackay’s story and her husband’s role subsidiary, 
the bearer the silver platter. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Cantor, Eddie and Jane Kesner Ardmore 
Take Life 


Doubleday. May 17,1957. 288p. $3.95. 


“If you knew Cantor, like know Cantor, Oh! Oh! 
What paraphrase one Eddie’s best 
known songs, and you will after reading this delight 
ful book. Cantor and Jane Kesner Ardmore collabo 
rate telling Eddie’s life. 

The Women Life, gives Grandma 
who ran unorthodox matrimonial bureau, charging 
couples New York’s East Side Twenty-five Dollars 
they married after courting Grandma’s tea and 
cookies. Grandma had complaints. She 
loved God and had heart full warmth for Him and 
everyone else. nothing, she always found 
way give part that nothing others.” 


Then, course, there was Ida, the mother 
five daughters and real wife and sweetheart. She stil 
is. Sophie Tucker was and friend. Marilyn Miller, 
Ruth Etting, Mary Eaton, Jobyna Howard and 
Merman, all stars the stage, have interesting anec 
dotes connected with Eddie. And there whok 
chapter “Baby Snooks,” Fanny Brice, which 
more than trace nostalgia it. 

The Men Life, parade the headliners 
the past—and some carry over the present. Jimmy 
Durante, who needs introduction, played for 
kid, Coney Island, and still loyal friend 
Irving Berlin was top, but recognized Eddie’s talents 
Georgie Jessel played many jokes Eddie—and stil 
does. Jolson was hero Eddie, but, 
all, unhappy character. Earl Carroll and 
Morosco added Eddie’s funds friends and 
cal knowledge. Will Rogers “opened new world 
me, world which you took major pride being: 
working member the United States America’ 
“Mr. American Citizen, himself” taught Eddie “to live 
and help live. That’s the meaning citizenship 
democracy.” 

Flo Ziegfeld brought brought Eddie the top, 
Fields gave him education from the 
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trunks books Fields always carried with him. Sam 
Goldwyn produced Eddie’s movies—and also get 
intimate snapshots the men who wrote the songs 
Eddie sang. 


The Rest Life touches the five girls, politics and 
politicians, (including the presidents), and radio audi- 
ences. During this chapter, Eddie tells his first 
campaign raise money. 


“You start entertainer, guy who wants make 
people laugh, and you fall into privilege like this!” 
privilege that costs time and money. 


Jack Benny, Dinah Shore, Eddie Fisher and Deanna 
Durbin file through the pages, and leave poignant 
memory. 


“To remember the squalid Henry Street basement and 
then look about warmth and security, have longed 
for family and blessed with one, ride Rolls- 
Royce through streets where the pushcarts had run you 
down)—you have think, God, thank coun- 
try, thank all the elements that made this 
Eddie turned beggar. Never had refused ap- 
pear benefit. still trying repay his country 
for his success. 


Take Life full pathos and replete with humor 
was Eddie Cantor’s life. Memories for the adult, 
lessons for the young, recommended all. 


John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Day, Beth Glacier Pilot 


Holt. May 348p. $4.50. 

Bob Reeve, the Glacier Pilot the title, was born 
1902; became interested flying the age 
enlisted the Army when was 15; had his first 
plane ride 17; and South America began 
the planes which were being turned out Henry 
ord. 


1932 went Alaska and began the special type 
flying which utilized the snow and the glacier slopes 
for landing sites. This work was made even more 
dificult the intense cold, plus the heavy loads 
light planes which was necessary make living. Bob 
and associates were really pioneers and many Arctic 
grave testifies the danger their work. 

Alaska became very important outpost the Second 
World War and here the pioneer work paid off. The 
experience accumulated the Alaskan pilots saved 
many Army flyer’s life. 

recent years Alaska has expanded greatly and the 
book indirectly gives vivid description this. Bob 
himself has kept pace with the new days and runs 
his own airline. 

Besides the flying the book tells very human story 
wives and children and animals and hunting and every- 
day life the far North. There are pages very 
interesting pictures and two exceptionally good pictures 
the dust cover. 

those interested aviation, especially the early 
days, and those interested Alaska the book will 
all interesting. the casual reader there are some 
sections where things get too technical, for example 


Day Marquand 


toward the end there detailed account the new 
(at that time) aviation laws, the government agencies 
involved and the troubles they met Alaska. 


Mrs. Day made many flights with the pilots and heard 
very much the book from their own lips. Her book 
suitable for adults. 

James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Marquand, John Life Happy Knoll 
Little, Brown. June 167p. $3.75. 

Readers Sports Illustrated will glad that the chap- 
ters comprising Life Happy Knoll are gathered 
book form; other readers who would not seen eleven 
feet from sports magazine will delighted with this 
pure satire country clubs; Marquand fans, and they 
form battalion, will tizzy over their master’s 
deft touch this brief and incisive book. not 
novel but series letters, most them from Mr. 
Roger Horlick the Board Governors the Happy 
Knoll Country Club Mr. Albert Magill, its President 
Emeritus. 


Whether the subjects the letters deal with the annual 


deficit, coming-out party, the golf pro’s request 
salary advance, the maintaining the status quo 
the men’s bar, plans for the annual dinner, formal 
informal attire, the men’s locker room, Marquand 
observer extraordinary the American scene has 
way sizing things and then expressing the idea 
with succinctness and sharpness. close truth 
that some country clubbers won’t able see any 
humor all, and yet his perspective clear 
satirist that detached reader can fail see the 
absurdity those who look upon the country club 
“an institution profound importance” when 
reality “only superficial manifestation bourgeois 
culture.” The final letter, from Mr. Albert Magill 
Mr. Roger Horlick, might easily have been omitted, for 
bludgeons home Mr. Marquand’s thesis with heavy 
hand. 

The golfing pose Mr. Marquand the back the 
dust jacket might sly way informing the reader 
that this holier-than-thou author making fun 
golf addicts who play the game “only manu- 
facture some artificial difficulties which are even more 
acute than those leave behind us.” Also, 
reached the telephone.” Country clubs, sum- 
mary “appear the end only rather crude efforts 
escape from few the more unpleasant realities 
that surround us.” 


The true satirist, Mr. Marquand is, pokes fun and 
ridicule. Worldly society seen among the sophisti- 
cated his target, and you should hear those arrows 
zing straight the bull’s-eye. The energetic young 
who, advancing his opinions, “just 
thinking off the top his head,” and who hopes his 
ideas might kicked around for while gem 
characterization. And so, matter fact, the 
chief letter-writer, Roger Horlick, whose charmingly 
forced naiveté pleasure follow. 

say more about this satire, the best, believe, 
since Evelyn Waugh’s The Loved One, would 


Cluett Schwed Nichols Williamson Graves 


spoil the fun for everyone. And though the twenty 
drawings which grace the pages make one wish for the 
perfect pen Gluyas Williams, still the art John 
Morris comes close catching the Marquand throw. 


Arthur MacGillivray, S.J., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Cluett, Jack 
How Build Orange Crate from Old 
Pieces Furniture 
Doubleday. May 23,1957. 189p. $2.95. 
Schwed, Fred, Jr. How Watch Baseball Game 
Harper. May 15,1957. 113p. $2.50. 
Both these collections essays are spiked with satire 
and often with genuine wit. the two, Schwed’s 
book most one piece, since sticks doggedly 
the subject baseball and for the fan who knows 
something about our national sport will provide some 
reminiscent fun and some marginal instruction. still 
seems impossible explain the wonderful mys- 
tery baseball anyone who has not grown with 
and into it. Schwed makes use “poem” Rolfe 
Humphries (Polo Grounds) chopped chapter 
headings and then quotes the whole thing kind 
recessional. Too bad already dated and not 
permanent value. Leo Hershfield has supplied vigorous 
drawings illustrate enlighten the text. 


Better from this point review Jack Cluett’s “half 
hundred prime samples indignant nonsense.” 
Cluett spoofs the do-it-yourself books, flower arranging, 
yuletide idiocies, the diabolism advertising many 
its manifestations, fascination, singing commer- 
and promises fifty-one all-told short and 
sensibly irate forays against the absurdities life round 
about these years bad taste and ill grace. Tom 
Funk supplies some random illustrations which are, 
mostly, unnecessary the enjoyment the text. 


Nichols, Beverley Sunlight the Lawn 


Dutton. 255p. $3.75. 

peaceful and bright its title suggests, Sunlight 
the Lawn chronicles short interlude the bachelor 
life Beverley Nichols, author and devoted gardener. 
filled with all sorts frothy things such sun- 
dials, N.B.’s (nice balustrades), cats, kittens, and 
doll’s house which every room has vase bigger 
than thimble filled with the most wonderful built- 
to-scale floral arrangements. Mr. Nichols even includes 
simple instructions how assemble do-it-yourself 
lavendar fans. And, dear, these are the things that 
give meaning and happiness the gentleman’s life. 


The characters who visit his estate, Merry Hall, are 
characters indeed. Mr. Nichols apologizes for not pre- 
senting them more adequately, but hints that the 
reader only knew Miss Mint, Miss Emily, Marius, 
he’d love them, too. presented, they are all elegant 
dilettantes, well suited life taking tea and mak- 
ing pleasant conversation each other’s gardens. 


course, there are some shadows. For example, the 
men who come into assemble N.B.’s have toler- 
ated; and rather chore have put mountain 


earth that concrete field the back yard before 
bonfire rhododendrons can expected flourish 
there. Then, too, there are inevitable personality 
clashes, when seeds from Our Rose’s weeds blow 
into Miss Emily’s kitchen garden. 
Mr. Nichols writes chatty style. tells the 
reader when may safely skip few passages, 
refers him the illustrations order clarify the 
texts, inserts artificial dialogue between himself and 
the reader order maintain interest, and rambles, 
That enjoys himself his garden Merry Hall 
apparent: this the third book the subject, and 
almost promises another. Whether the reader will 
share this enjoyment will depend whether shares 
Mr. Nichols’ interest gardening and the easy life. 
The book will too inconsequential hold the inter- 
est many readers. 

Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Williamson, Hugh The Walled Garden 
Macmillan. May 28, 1957. $4.00. 


Beginning with his birth Ramsey, England, Mr. Wil- 
liamson tells his happy days the old walled garden 
where scribbled rhyme book entitled “The 
Poitry Made Up,” through his school days Brigh- 
ton, and his college terms Oxford, the day 
his conversion from Anglicanism Roman Catholi- 
cism, (October, 1955). Sincerity shines through 
account intellectual whose father was Congre- 
gationalist minister; whose education should have led 
him deeper into the Anglican Church’s doctrinal and 
disciplinary dilemma. was, instead, the ferment 
doubt which worked his spirit tried remain 
faithful Anglicanism which believed true 
branch the Catholic Church. 

Tiring school teaching, Williamson become 
reviewer, drama critic, essayist, historian. Be- 
coming deeply interested the theater has written 
number plays. watched the rise Sir Anthony 
Eden politics and when war clouds gathered, Wil- 
liamson registered conscientious objector and won 
his case court. was then ordained Anglican 
minister. finally left that church when the 
lished hierarchy recognized the non-conformist South 
Indian church. Mr. Williamson reports that has 
found both freedom and happiness within the “walled 
garden” the Catholic Church. His account his 
journey there testament courage search 


final truth. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Keith Academy, 
Lowell, Massachusetts 


Graves, Robert They Hanged Sainted Billy 
Doubleday. May 27,1957. 312p. $3.95. 


They Hanged Sainted Billy makes modest 
promises. anything, the author himself 
when states quite frankly the dust jacket his own 
concept the content his book: “My novel full 
sex, drink, incest, suicides, dope, horse racing, mur- 
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der, scandalous legal procedure, cross-examinations in- 
quests and ends with good public hanging—attended 
30000. concludes: “Nobody can now call 


specialized writer.” 


The reader familiar with the voluminous work 
Robert Graves can afford ignore the obvious irony 
contained the last remark. However, despite the 
and excursions preceding that statement, the 
seeker after pornography will sorely dismayed. 
Robert Graves’ genius portrayed the Claudius 
novels and his works poetry, history, biography 
and reflective autobiography, may show itself times 
the events They Hanged Sainted Billy could not 
classified edifying, not any acrobatics imagi- 
nation. Yet they are narrated dispassiontely clini- 
cal style. They conclude rather obviously, that not all 
lives are beautiful but objective statement 
fact that omits all morose and morbid fingering 
the slimy details. One could argue whether the sub- 
ject not offensive the laws aesthetic. But 
the method treatment does not offend against the 
laws morality. 


They Hanged Sainted Billy proffers novelized 
version the life and death Dr. William Palmer. 
Its title derives from the words his mother who 
added: “He was bit scamp, but good son 
me, the best brood....” Dr. Palmer may have 
been “scamp” but his trial was twelve day travesty 
justice held the Old Bailey 1856. His family 
was pot-pourri seven children, one brother man 
the cloth, sister and two other brothers sober and 
stable citizens, plus another brother and sister who 
drank themcelves death. All were borne hap- 
pily irresponsible mother who ,when widowed, found 
herself susceptible traveling salesmen. 


Billy Palmer could hardly have been called innocent. 
was rogue, swindler insurance companies, 
forger, promiscuous with women, quite possibly doper 
horses and robber sportsmen. was publicly 
hanged Newgate for the poisoning John Parsons 
Cook and his effigy holds dominant place among the 
group famous murderers Mme. Tussaud’s wax- 
work Chamber Horrors. Quite possibly, Palmer de- 
served hanging many times over the forum con- 
science. However, the open forum justice, was 
not proved that poisoned John Cook. This the 
point that the author would make historically: “he 
never killed nobody.” 


The story the trial magnificently done. One shud- 
ders the prejudice the Lord Chief Justice who 
viciously circumvents the Counsel for the Defence and 
misdirects the jury. The gorge rises the witnesses 
for the Crown who radically change the depositions 
made them the coroner’s inquest. Three vital 
witnesses for the Defence are spirited away and finally, 
verdict rendered the face absolutely contra- 
dictory medical testimony. Seven doctors swear that 
Cook died from strychnine poisoning—a strychnine 
which sign could found the corpse—while 
eleven other medical men held that had died from 
natural causes. The rigged trial has since became 
its kind listed and edited Watson 


Masterson Fleming 


the Notable British Trials Series, published London 
1952. 

Palmer’s life, trial and death told his contempo- 
raries: the old family gardener; the landlord The 
Shoulder Mutton Inn Rugeley, the Palmer family’s 
home town; the guardian little Annie who married 
Palmer and loved him dearly that she committed 
suicide get him out debt; workers and colleagues 
Stafford Infirmary and St. Bartholomew’s hospital 
Palmer’s student days; fellow surgeons and race track 
touts both high and low later life. Each these 
people elaborates some facet Palmer that con- 
tributes the developing picture his character and 
the growth the story whole. this de- 
vice mounting and accumulating effects that the 
author’s finest achievement comes light. Here the 
style corresponds exactly the times. Not word 
phrase appears but what belongs mid-Victorian Eng- 
land, conversation, narration, the jargon 
the turf and the courts—subtle evidence the au- 
thor’s habit precise, accurate, 
scholarship. 

For the professionally interested literature, They 
Hanged Sainted Billy must. may recom- 
mended all other adults who admire good crafts- 
manship and can patient with slow starting story. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 


Masterson, Whit Shadow the Wild 
Dodd, Mead. 214p. $2.95. 


When Janie Cooper wanders away from her father’s 
camp rather desolate section the mountains 
California she stumbles into valley from which she 
witnesses murder. She flees fright, pursued the 
murderer. She eludes him but becomes the object 
search which occupies the entire plot action. 
credit the skill Masterson that uses the search 
technical gimmick reveal the strange assortment 
characters caught the vortex the central 
action. successful suspense study, would make 
very fine movie. 


Fleming, Joan The Deeds Dr. Deadcert 
Washburn. May 16, 1957. 216p. $2.75. 


This leisurely tale deliberate and calculating 
murderer, Dr. Dysert, whose three wives met sudden 
deaths under very plausible circumstances. skill- 
fully has done away with them that the little town 
Grienyard filled with pity for the misfortunes 
the charming man. And one day Jethro Jones, 
American, comes visit the neighborhood. ap- 
parent has mission. Inspector from the 
Yard? Why does take such keen interest Dr. 
Dysert? The denouement completely predictable, 
although there foggy ending which leaves the 
reader somewhat confused. 
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Fuller Dean Gardner Pocket Print and Reprint 


Fuller, Roy With Little Eye 
Macmillan. May 15,1957. 167p. $2.95. 


practicing poet turned mystery writer Roy Fuller has 
been turning out consistently entertaining mysteries. 
His latest pleasant excursion the incredible: 
ten-year-old who investigates public murder and pur- 
sues the culprits more intelligently than the renowned 
Scotland Yard. Fuller literate and witty 
but keeps the focus the young boy and his fre- 
quent inability cope with competent adult. But 
all turns out favorably for the boy and the reader. 


Dean, Spencer Murder Delivery 
Doubleday. May 16,1957. 191p. $2.95. 


Mink common nowadays that murder yarn has 
have its key gimmick fur more expensive and 
exotic, Russian And has worth $100,- 
000.00: testament the love (?) wealthy finan- 
cier for his mistress. But before delivered, one 
man murdered, another kidnapped and the coat 
stolen for ransom. Before Don Cadee, store detective, 
recovers the coat, several more deaths occur. When all 
the rushing about over and done with, one realizes 
that the reading was hardly worth the effort. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 
The Case the Screaming Woman 
Morrow. May 17,1957. 246p. $2.95. 


The indefatigible Gardner has cranked out another 
Perry Mason episode. This one has the great legal 
mind involved defending man who tried 
gallant and defend woman who saw woman rush 
out room which man was murdered. But who 
telling the truth? And which woman was scream- 
why was the chauffeur running around with 
nothing but bath towel? The facts come out 
courtroom showdown with Hamilton Burger who must 
certainly the most frustrated prosecuting attorney 
ever hold office. Gardner will really come with 
the surprise mystery the year when Burger beats 
Mason one these bouts the final pages 
new case. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


General Fiction: 

Willis Ballard’s novel about the industry, The 
Package Deal, (Bantam A-1600, $0.35; IIb), caused 
little furore when first published March, 1956; and 
age has not improved nor reprint revitalized 
the other hand, Catherine Drinker Bowen’s Yankee 
from Olympus, (Bantam FB-411, $0.50; improves 
with age even after hard-cover printings Joe 
David Brown’s war novel, originally published Kings 
Forth, inexplicably Combat Mission, 
(Pocketbook 1162, 0$.25; cf. Best Sellers, May 15, 
1956) Tender Victory Taylor Caldwell was re- 
viewed here Jan. 15, 1956, (Pocketbook C-245, $0.35; 
The translation from German Willi Hein- 
rich’s The Cross Iron was reported here May 1956, 
(Bantam F-1599, $0.50; III) The Smiling Rebel 
Harnett Kane, (Permabook M-4071, $0.35; I), was 
reviewed Nov. 1955 Hugh Fosburgh’s story 


SELLERs 


three men who love and enjoy the outdoors, The Sound 
White Water, good story, worth reading, (Ban- 
tam 1590, The House Numbers Jack 
Finney tells novel escape from San Quentin prison, 
contrived the prisoner’s brother and entailing more 
danger for the latter; it, too, good story, (Dell 
A-139, $0.25; George Martin’s The Bells 
St. Mary’s adapted from the screenplay about 
strong-willed but sentimental nun charge paro- 
chial school, (Bantam 1595, $0.25; Bantam has 
changed the title Peter Matthiesen’s 1954 novel, 
Race Rock, The Year the Tempest; still 
second-rate goulash involving three fatheaded men 
with one equally fatheaded woman, (Bantam A-1578, 
$0.35; IIb) Somerset Maugham’s The Painted 
Veil, first published the 1925 and pocket- 
booked 1949, gets re-run time for release 
M-G-M remake film-play now titled The Seventh 
Sin, (Pocketbook C-261, $0.35; IIb) Absolutely first 
rate, however, reprint Maughan’s Harry 
Monmouth one the best last year’s historical 
novels, (Bantam F-1604, $0.50; cf. S., Mar. 15, 
1956) Elizabeth Wesley’s Nora Meade, M.D., 
strictly soap opera, (Bantam 1607, $0.25; Leslie 
White’s The Winged Sword fair-to-good 
torical novel the first Crusade which puts too much 
attention swordsmen’s sex-life, (Pocketbook C-246, 
$0.35; IIb; cf. S., Nov. 1956) John Steinbeck’s 
The Wayward Bus reprinted match release date 
the movie version; understanding study 
nine people forced weather and very human 
driver spend two day together. Well written, 
suffers from too much Freudism, (Bantam A-1555, 
$0.35; IIb) fairly popular French novel about 
the scandalous ways the immoral folk fictitious 
wine-growing town called Clochemerle has been trans- 
lated The Wicked Village; Gabriel Chevallier’s 
japeries are also ribaldly anti-clerical tone, (Dell 
Dell D-195, $0.35; IIb) .Frederick Pohl’s The Case 
Against Tomorrow, (Ballantine, 206, $0.35; IIa), 
collection six short stories each presenting picture 
tomorrow’s world might be; science-fiction 
for the s-f fan, two the six “The Midas Plague” and 
“Celebrated No-hit Inning” seem minor classics 
their field. 


Mysteries: 

David Alexander’s Shoot Sitting Duck features Bart 
Hardin, Broadway reporter extraordinary, the sleuth 
solve murder 42nd Street penny arcade, (Ban- 
tam 1601, $0.25; George Bagby’s Dead Storage 
stars Inspector Schmid Greenwich Village back- 
ground, (Dell 949, $0.25; IIa) Mark Chaber’s The 
Splintered Man pits American agent operating be- 
hind the Iron Curtain against sadistic commies, (Perma- 
book M-3080, $0.25; Square the Middle 


William Gault booze-and-bosom excursion into 


violence, (Bantam 1692, $0.25; IIb) Live Bait for 


Murder William Herber has corpses all over the 
shop, international intrigue, Johnny-on-the-spot Secret 
Service men—everything but good story, (Bantam 
1589, $0.25; IIb) Lacy’s The Men from the Boys 
more rough-tough-anti-police stuff, (Pocketbook 1152, 
$0.25; IIb) Headed for Hearse John Latimer 
makes No. Dell’s “Great Mystery Library,” reprint 
reprint, (D-198, $0.35; IIa) Taste Brass 
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Robert Locke another the slambang and sex 
with suspense tales, (Dell A-136, $0.25; IIb) 
Shady Place Die “First” mixing sadism and sex 
western setting, (Dell A-137, $0.25; IIb). 


Westerns: 

Shadow the Border George Appel gives some- 
thing different that the protagonist something 
heel; but different not enough, (Ballantine 185, 
known Turn Loose Your Wolf way back 1938; 
here hanging judge turns twelve year old into 
outlaw bent avenging his father’s execution, (Pocket- 
book 1166, $0.25; The Hostile Hills Hal- 
leran concerns gold-seekers, soldiers and Sioux the 
Black Hills 1874; original and better than 
most, (Ballantine 205, $0.35; Charlton Laird’s 
West the River goes back 1837 the Northwest 
Frontier for its setting; Indians, traders, and beautiful 
halfbreed girl, plus hardhitting French Canadian 
scout, (Bantam A-1603, $0.35; Steel the 
South Wayne Overholser has two rival com- 
panies fighting for right-of-way for rails through 
valley; one company backed gunmen, t’other only 
those who believe, (Dell 948, $0.25; Roe 
Richmond’s Montana Bad Man standard good-man- 
goes-bad because frame-up, (Permabook M-3086, 
$0.25; The Feud Single Shot was written 
years ago master Luke Short! does this sort 
thing better now, (Bantam 1586, $0.25; The 
Baron Boot Hill Brad Ward starts off giving 
the impression that something going happen; 
few things do, but you wonder why bother, (Bantam 
1596, $0.25; I). 

Miscellaneous: 

Stop Dieting: Start Losing Ruth West sensible 
saying “No need change your eating habits; change 
your cookery instead.” This weight-control handbook 
gives some low-calorie recipes for old favorites, (Bantam 
A-1592, $0.35; First Steps Reading English 
Gibson and Richards handy primer for 
the newly arrived refugee the pre-school youngster; 
simple text with line drawings, (Pocketbook C-256, 
$0.35; How Win and Hold Mate Samuel 
King question-and-answer approach marriage, 
beginning with dating and going steady through advice 
newlyweds and parent-child relationships. While 
not for the emotionally unstable adolescent, the ap- 
proach sane and sound almost all points and 
avoids any discussion contraception, (Permabook 
M-4074, $0.35; III) Mort Weisinger has gathered 
second edition 1001Valuable Things Free for the 
avid coupon grubber, (Bantam 1606, $0.25; 
Mischa Richter’s cartoons are collected The Man 
the Couch; usual such pocket-size reductions, 
some the drawings are too small for the fun 
found without reading glass, (Pocketbook 1150, $0.25; 


Two Berlitz Dictionaries, hand-and-pocket size, 


each over 9,000 key words, with “pronunciation 
glance” optimistically promised are over-priced 


$2,00 each, they are Basic French Dictionary and Basic 
Spanish Dictionary. 
Better than average: 


The superb Pelican-Penguin books keep their standards 
igh and merit thanks for publication paperback 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


pocket-format Alec Robertson’s excellent 
complete study Chamber Music, (A-372, $0.95; 
Pelican books The Symphony and The Concerto, 
well their series the lives composers and the 
handy Dictionary Music Group Psychotherapy 
too specialized for general reading but good and 
sound, (A-370, $0.85; IIa) The addition selec- 
tion the poems and prose Samuel Taylor Cole- 
ridge edited Kathleen Raine welcome addition 
the Penguin Poets series, (D-35, $0.85; So, 
too, the fourth volume the excellent Pelican Guide 
English Literature, which covers the period From 
Dryden Johnson, (A-379, $0.85; series 
seems excellent for college survey courses; 
better, indeed, than many the textbook anthologies 
published for such courses. 

From Mentor Books comes Leonard The 
Anvil Civilization, necessarily somewhat superficial 
survey Egyptian and other east Mediterranean dynas- 
ties, (MD-197, $0.50; Isaiah Berlin’s The 
Hedgehog and the Fox essay Tolstoi’s view 
history exposed the novel War and Peace, (M-198, 
$0.35; Ila) The Night Before Chancellorsville 
the comprehensive title covering eight short stories and 
two addresses concerned with the Civil War, edited 
Shelby Foote, (S-1415, $0.35; The eleventh col- 
lection New World Writing the usual very up-and- 
down conglomeration samples 
writers from “all over the World,” (MD-196, $0.50; 
IIa). 

New Paper Series: 

The Sagamore Press, with offices Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York, has issued the first fourteen titles new 
series paperback reprints. They have not announced 
editorial policy, far know, but the titles in- 
dicate that the reprints will devoted American 
authors Edward Eggleston’s classic The Hoosier 
Schoolmaster the first this “American Century 
Series,” (S-1, $0.85; with introduction Vernon 
The Magnificent Ambersons (S-2, $1.45; 
Ernest Poole’s The Harbor has been out print and 
recounts the story the New York waterfront the 
19th century, (S-3, $1.45; IIa) Theodore Dreiser’s 
somewhat sordid classic Sister Carrie has perceptive 
introduction James Farrell, (S-4, $1.25; IIb) 
Joseph Baldwin’s almost forgotten series sketches 
the South, The Flush Times Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, worth the reprinting for thé pictures gives 
19th century southland (S-5, $1.25; James 
Huneker’s Ivory, Apes and Peacocks, series critical 
essays literary and artistic figures was worth the re- 
printing, (S-6, $1.25; IIa) Thorstein Veblen’s The 
Higher Learning America somewhat dated already, 
(S-7, $1.25: also Lincoln Steffens’ The 
Shame the Cities, report bribery and corruption 
high political circles, (S-8, $1.25; The classic 
war story centered about one small group fighting 
men William March’s Company stands well 
comparison with later efforts, (S-9, $1.25; 
Important indeed the reprint Mahan’s The 
Influence Seapower Upon History, (S-10, $1.95; 
Hamlin Garland’s Daughter the Middle 
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Border enduring piece Americana, (S-11, $1.45; 
Somewhat dated, however, Jacob Riis’ How 
the Other Half Lives, indictment slums, (S-12, 
Herman Melville novel, Israel Potter, here titled 
His Fifty Years Exile, (S-13, $1.25; Best 
the lot reprints this series probably Ellen Glas- 
gow’s brilliant novel the Civil War, Barren Ground, 
(S-14, $1.45; which should have had printed with 
its companion Battle Ground, which lays the founda- 
tion for this sequel All all this worthy series; 
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one that will great value college courses 
American literature and sociology. 

Frederick Ungar, “Milestones Thought 
has put out edition The Dark Nilght the Soul 
St. John the Cross, translated, abridged and edited 
Kurt Reinhardt Stanford University which has 
imprimatur from the Archbishop San Francisco, 
pared Sherman Paul has been added the excellent 
Riverside Series Houghton-Mifflin Company, (A-14, 
$0.65; I). well printed and rivals all competing 
editions price and clarity. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 


17, 

Bal 

Cle 

Fox 

Na: 

Rey 

Sav 

Sch 

Swi 

Ack 

Edi 

Cor 

BES 

Sub 

righ 

clas 

Swiggett 
Houghton 
After spe 

abroad, 

joins 

president 

determin. 
ment 

wife, Ros 

was 

hero disc 

Peale, ha: 
discloses 

the 

ful becau 

his closes 

has also 


BRARY 


